PRESBYTERY EVENTS
PULSE (Praying, Uniting, Leading, Serving, Energizing) is the youth
leadership development ministry of Grace Presbytery. PULSE
sponsors a series of workshops five times a year that equip and
prepare youth to lead in their church and within the presbytery.
PULSE members are called upon to share their skills by leading GAP Weekend and
serving as leaders at other events sponsored by Grace Presbytery. PULSE is open to
9th–12th grade youth. Information and application materials are available each June.
Youth Worship Celebration is an opportunity for presbytery youth to gather,
praise God, and give thanks. Worship and music leaders are invited from
various presbytery congregations. Speakers are usually members of
the senior class, and communion servers are youth from across the
presbytery who currently serve as elders and deacons in their congregations.
The presbytery’s GAP (God’s Awesome People) weekend takes place
each spring and welcomes 6th–8th grade youth to grow in their faith
by participating in mission projects, worship, and outdoor activities
like ropes courses, archery and canoeing at Camp Gilmont. It’s an
adventure-some weekend in the piney woods!
Formally known as Youthquake, Youth Connection is a new design
with new expectations! Open to youth who are currently in
N
grades 6-12, this is a retreat weekend where youth and adults
CONNECTIO
from all over the presbytery can Connect at Camp Gilmont in
Gilmer. During the weekend participants will experience the beauty
of creation, worship, mission projects, singing, energizing, canoeing, hiking,
archery, sharing in small groups, seeing old friends, and making new ones.
Kidquake events are held over several spring weekends at both
Camp Gilmont and Camp Glen Lake. 1st–6th grade children from
throughout the presbytery are invited to attend. Kidquake is a
combination of summer camp and Youth Connection. Children take
part in outdoor activities, small group Bible study, mission projects,
and worship together while making new friends. Past and future summer
camp counselors provide the programming, along with Austin College ACtivators and
other presbytery leaders. A team of Grace Presbytery educators plan the event.
Late January, sometimes early February, the senior high youth of Grace
Presbytery gather at Austin College in Sherman for SHYC (Senior
High Youth Connection): a high energy weekend of challenging
theme presentations, thought provoking and encouraging small
groups, interest groups, music, worship, and of course, energizers.
SHYC is planned by a special team of youth and adults from across the
presbytery in partnership with the Austin College ACtivators. Registration
materials are generally available by December 1.
Synod Youth Workshop is an annual gathering of Presbyterian young people from
within the bounds of the Synod of the Sun. It takes place each summer at The
University of Tulsa in Oklahoma. SYW is open to youth who are entering 9th grade
through graduated seniors and their adult leaders. Grace Presbytery provides
organizational leadership for this event.
Crossroads is a leadership group for high school graduates/collegeaged young adults that works to keep this age group connected
with the church at a time in their lives when many leave due to the
lack of opportunities offered to them. Crossroads offers training in
leadership, event planning and administration skills, as well as
social outings. Crossroads participants lead Youthfest West and serve
as assistant small group leaders for SHYC.
Led by the Crossroads College Ministry, Youthfest West takes place
in the fall each year at Glen Lake Camp in Glen Rose. Anyone in
6th–12th grade is invited to attend. Participants enjoy energizers,
music, small group activities, as well as free time to enjoy the facilities
and outdoor activities at the camp.

Not currently connected to a home church? Don’t worry! Whether or not
you’re plugged in at the congregational level, we’ve got a spot for you in
the presbytery’s youth ministry program.

Short on funds for camp or event
fees? Don’t let that keep you
from joining us! The presbytery
has scholarships available.
Requests are confidential and
can cover up to 50% of registration/participation fees.
Contact: Gary Holloman, Youth &
Young Adults Program Director gary@gracepresbytery.org

Due to uncertainty concerning the pandemic, we cannot guarantee these events
will occur as scheduled. Please watch the presbytery website, and stay in touch
with staff members regarding potential changes/cancellations.

