Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
Assembly adopts statement laying out 'Interreligious Stance'
of PC(USA)
June 19, 2014
Affirming a commitment to work for the common good in society
together with people of other faiths, the 221st General Assembly
(2014) on Thursday voted to approve a policy statement titled “The
Interreligious Stance of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).”
Also on Thursday, commissioners followed the recommendation of
the Committee on Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations and voted
506-72 not to approve the development and distribution of material
making a distinction between ancient and modern Israel.
Jihyun Oh, moderator of Committee 7,
Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations, addresses
plenary during the 221st General Assembly (2014)
of the PC(USA) in Detroit, MI on Thursday, June
19, 2014. —Danny Bolin
General Assembly News
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“Relationships are a way in which we live out our faith in Christ,” said
Aimee Moiso, corresponding member of the Committee on
Ecumenical and Interreligious Relations, in introducing the
‘interreligious stance’ recommendation. “In 2008 the General
Assembly adopted the Ecumenical Stance of the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.), which reiterated our relationship with Christians of other
denominations. It also stressed the ongoing and mounting need for
similar guidance on how we relate to people of other religious
traditions.”

Moiso said in 2013, the General Assembly on Interfaith and
Ecumenical Relations convened a diverse group of 65 Presbyterians,
Christians of other denominations and representatives of many faith traditions to study how Presbyterians should
best engage in relationships with people of different faiths. What resulted was the ‘interreligious stance’ policy
statement approved on Thursday. Moiso called it a “framework for how we as Presbyterians understand and relate to
people of other religions’ traditions.”
If ratified by the presbyteries, section G-5.0102 of the Book of Order shall be amended to include “The Interreligious
Stance of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.),” which reads as follows:
“The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) at all levels will be open to and will see opportunities for respectful dialogue and
mutual relationships with entities and persons from other religious traditions. It does this in the faith that the
church of Jesus Christ, by the power of the Holy Spirit, is a sign and means of God’s intention for the wholeness of
all humankind and all creation.”
The recommendation also calls for the Presbyterian Mission Agency to develop and promote resources explaining
the "interreligious stance."
After commissioners approved the recommendation, Committee on Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations ViceModerator John Vest led the Assembly in reciting the words of An Affirmation of Interreligious Commitment.

In regards to Overture 07-01, which called for the General Assembly to make a distinction between ancient and
modern Israel, Moderator Jihyun Oh said members of the Committee on Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations
“wrestled over this for quite some time.” After much debate, the committee voted 53-8 to recommend the Assembly
not approve the overture.
Oh then read an accompanying statement from the committee: “Though the committee voted not to approve Item
07-01, we take the matter of language, and specifically the tension around the use of the term ‘Israel,’ very seriously.
We hope the discussion and education about the use of language continues.”
The overture, submitted by the Presbytery of Chicago, was prompted by the heading “God’s Covenant with Israel” in
the publication of Glory to God, The Presbyterian Hymnal.
The Assembly also heard a report on Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and Seventh Day Adventist Dialogue and a report
from the World Council of Churches Delegation.
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I am deeply shocked that the General Assembly decided that no distinction is to be made between Israel of the old
Testament and the modern state of Israel. God's covenant with Israel of the Old Testament thus justifies the State of
Israel to oppress the Palestinians, carry out home demolitions, destruction of orchards (including that of the "Tent
of Nations", steal Palestinian's water, prevent Palestinian Christians to visit their places of worship in Bethlehem ,
prevent Palestinian Muslims to visit their holy sites in Jerusalem, prevent family members from Gaza, Jerusalem,
the West Bank, and Israelto visit each other or live together . Shocking, deeply disappointing, to justify injustice
because " this is God's will as revealed to (ancient) Israel"
by J.Peter van der Veen
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I am grateful that this decision has been made. How could we do otherwise.
by Jerry Pittsenbarger

June 20, 2014
CONTACT PC(USA):
Phone: (800) 728-7228
Email: info@pcusa.org
100 Witherspoon StreetLouisville, KY 40202Terms of use | Privacy policy

